911 Commission Prediction

The 9/11 Commission has blown it.  The only fear this commission has put in the hearts of terrorists is that they may be called as a witness and subjected to an endless self-serving tirade punctuated with a 4-second question.  You know what I mean.

"Welcome Mr. Terrorist and thank you for appearing before this commission which has been given the post-Watergate, post-Iran-Contra, post-October Surprise, post-Ken Starr, post-Haliburton task of … (blah, blah, blah) … and to achieve cordiality with our Muslim brothers and … (blah, blah, blah) … when the institution of the presidency is compromised by … (blah, blah, blah) … partisan division created by Republicans … (blah, blah, blah) … and since I am so responsible and unbiased … (blah, blah, blah), did you, or did you not place a collect call to George Bush and is that a grenade in your pocket?"

Two hours of that and I might pull the pin myself.

I haven't got a clue what the commission learned that they didn't know before hand, except what dress Condi Rice would wear to the hearings and that Richard Clarke got a book deal.  I already knew that political hacks, both Democrat and Republican, like to grind their axes in public view.  They didn't disappoint.  Now whose back will be the unlucky recipient of those sharpened nubs?

To reach a consensus, it has to be someone non-political.  That means someone not appointed by Clinton or Bush, a purely civil service type.  We could try for a third-shift janitor at Langley, but that might be a hard sell.  How about blaming some electro-mechanical device?  People hate computers but they won't understand all the gobbledy gook about encryption algorithms, I/O streams and analytical processes.  Nah, that won't work either.

How about blaming the "SYSTEM?"  Yeah, the "SYSTEM" let us down.  That's great because the "SYSTEM" is everyone in general and no one in particular.  People have no love for the "SYSTEM".  No surprise there, but what to do with the "SYSTEM"?

Now brace yourself, because you already know the answer.  We'll create a new "SYSTEM" to watch the old "SYSTEM".  We may even tinker with the old "SYSTEM" a little bit.  Well done fellow commissioners, now lets get back to hacking and enlisting patrons to populate the new "SYSTEM".  Don't you feel safer already?

